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 Grandin Gazette 
 

 

FOND MEMORIES AND FAREWELL WISHES 
As we begin the last month of school, we take time to look back on 
this year, and give thanks for all our blessings. The special “year-end” 
video is in production and will be shared the last week of school. We 
hope that this will help our children carry fond memories of Grandin 
into the summer. 

Although the past two months have been challenging, Grandin 
families have responded with determination and hope. We are so 
proud of the excellent work our teachers and students continue to 
do remotely. 

As our grade six students prepare to move on to junior high, we thank 
them for their leadership. They have brought much pride and 
kindness to Grandin. We wish you well and hope you enjoy the 
farewell plans we have in store! 

As you know, Grandin will welcome a new principal this fall. Claudia 
Pederson is looking forward to leading Grandin forward in the 
coming years. She is a former Grandiner, one of the original staff of 
the first Spanish bilingual program. Claudia is presently the principal 
of St. Hilda Junior High School.  

As I work with Señora Pederson on transition plans, I have had the 
opportunity to look back over the past four years. It is very difficult to 
leave such a beautiful community. My heart is filled with gratitude 
for the incredible experience of being the principal of Grandin. I 
could not ask for a more fulfilling way to end my career. I will always 
cherish the time we spent together and will keep Grandin families in 
my prayers. 

Sending summer blessings and God’s healing grace to all our 
families. Take care of each other. 

 

 

 

 

 
Lorelei Hironaka                   Amanda Hammermeister 

  

IMPORTANT DATES 
Mass for Mary 
Google Classrooms 

Tuesday, May 26 
 
 

School Supplies Orders Due 
Monday, June 8 
 
 

Final Pick-Up 
for Personal Items 
Please call ahead to arrange a time 
Friday, June 19 
 
 

Year-End Video 
Thursday, June 25 
 
 

Return of Chromebooks 
Any time between 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
Thursday, June 25 
Friday, June 26 
 
 

Summary Reports 
In PowerSchool 
Friday, June 26 
 
 

Year End Drive By at Grandin 
Friday, June 26 
 
 

Grade 6 Certificates 
Pick Up in Parking Lot 
Friday, June 26 
 

Last Day for Staff 
No Classes 
Monday, June 29 
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LOOKING FORWARD TO THE NEW SCHOOL YEAR 
  

 

 

 

 

 

1. School Supplies 

School supply lists for the 2020-2021 school year are now available. Mme Colleen sent out the 
lists via KSwift in mid-May and they can also be found on our website. 
School supplies can be ordered through the school at our discounted warehouse prices. 
Please email Mme Colleen at colleen.segin@ecsd.net if you have any questions or check your 
Powerschool account to pay for these supplies. If ordered through Powerschool, all supplies 
will arrive at school for the first day of school. The deadline to order on Powerschool is June 8th.  
If you do not choose this option, please purchase the school supply items at a store of your 
choosing, label all items, and send them to school on the first day back in the fall.  

2. School Fees 

Grandin’s school fees will not change for the upcoming school year. They are set at 
$30/kindergarten and $50/grades 1-6. 

Parents may pay school fees starting in August. A reminder message will be sent out during 
the summer. Of course, we realize that many of our families have experienced financial 
hardship over the past months. Please feel free to contact Señora Pederson in confidence 
this fall if you are unable to pay your fees in full. 

3. Transportation Forms 

Kindergarten students who are moving up to grade one are reminded to complete new 
Transportation forms for the 2020-2021 school year. Please contact Madame Segin at 
colleen.segin@ecsd.net if you need us to send you a form. 

4. Class Lists 

Grandin continues to grow! We are adding an extra French Immersion Grade One class next 
year, as well as an additional Grade One/Two Combined Spanish class. This will allow us to 
have smaller classes in both grade one and grade two in both programs next year! Class lists 
will be shared with parents on the first day of school. Our teachers are working hard to 
ensure the best fit and balance for all classes. 

Grade 1 French – 20 students 
Grade 1 French – 21 students 
Grade 2 French – 21 students 

Grade 1 Spanish – 20 students 
Grade 1/2 Spanish – 20 students 
Grade 2 Spanish – 20 students 

 
We are planning for regular classes from grade 3-6, one of each, in both French Immersion 
and Spanish Bilingual next year. This, of course, depends on holding our registrations. If you 
plan on not returning to Grandin this fall, and have not yet informed the school, please do so 
as soon as possible.  

 

mailto:colleen.segin@ecsd.net
mailto:colleen.segin@ecsd.net
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YEAR END DRIVE-BY FAREWELL 
Grandin staff are planning a 
special year-end farewell for 
the students who we miss so 
dearly. Please “drive by” the 
west field of the school on 
Friday, June 26th (last day of 
school for students) from 10:00 
a.m. to 11:30 a.m. Grandin staff will be out (rain or shine) to
wave at the children as you drive by. Mark the date. We would
love to see as many of our families as possible.

GRADE 6 FAREWELL PLANS 
 Congratulations to our grade six students who were amazing 
leaders this year. Thank you for all your fantastic ideas for new 
clubs and projects. 

Although the Grade Six school experience was cut short, and 
many special events and activities could not go ahead as 
planned, the leadership and initiative that our Grade 6 students 
demonstrated left an incredible mark on Grandin School. Student 
Vote, collecting items for the Mustard Seed, being role models as 

great monitors to our younger students, and proudly representing 
Grandin at Legislature School, are all examples of how these young 

men and women helped shape Grandin. As our students move on to different junior highs, we 
know that they will take Grandin kindness and faith with them wherever they go. You make us so 
proud. Please come back and visit when it is safe to do so. 

Many thanks to Mme D’Astous, Señorita Pinto, Mme Hammermeister and the Grade 6 Farewell 
Parent Committee who have ensured that our grade sixers leave with special memories. Students 
and parents worked hard this year to raise funds for the Farewell festivities. These funds have been 
used towards a very special memorabilia gift. Each grade six student will also receive a special 
certificate. The gift and certificates can be picked up between 9-11 Wednesday, June 24th. 
Please complete the online survey to let us know if you can pick up these items.

https://bit.ly/GrandinFarewell
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CLASS PHOTOS 
Our wonderful photographer, Icon Photography, is creating “class pictures” from the 
individual student photos taken in the fall. 
Parents may view and order class photos on the Icon website. 

 

RETURNING CHROME BOOKS 
If you borrowed a school Chromebook, please return these 
devices on Thursday, June 25th and Friday, June 26th from 
8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. This is part of the loan agreement that 
families signed upon borrowing the Chromebooks. Many 
thanks for your cooperation as we attempt to close out 
inventory for this school year. Parents might consider 
dropping Chromebooks off during our Friday “Drive-By 
Farewell” on 111 Street (by the west field) here at Grandin 
School.  

PICK-UP BLUE BAGS AND PERSONAL ITEMS 
Parents who have not yet had a chance to stop by the school to pick up your child(ren)’s 
personal belongings are most welcome to do so between 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. weekdays 
until June 19th. Teachers have kindly bundled everything up into the blue Ikea bags, which 
you are most welcome to take home with you as well.  
Please let the school know if you are not able or are not comfortable coming into school. We can 
keep your child’s belongings. 

 

Hello Ecole Escuela Grandin Families, 

In these challenging times, we thought you might still enjoy having a Class Group Portrait.  We are unable to 
photograph live for you this spring, but our amazing team has come up with a new idea to keep the tradition 
alive. 

To view your class group photos, please follow these steps  
1.       Go to www.iconexp.com 
2.       Select the ORDER NOW button 
3.       Enter your keyword grandin20 
4.       View and order your prints 
5.       All orders will be shipped to your home 

Please note shipping is included and you have two size options:  5x10 and 6x12. 

We hope you enjoy this creative version of a class group - you are under no obligation to purchase. 

Stay Safe and Stay Healthy 

ICON PHOTOGRAPHY 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttp-3A__www.iconexp.com%26d%3DDwMFaQ%26c%3DgF1t3YcGliJxvhK2Sl_RWGpK0dUxv3kAzNl4XNctI-U%26r%3DPdI9mZJjTnuN3glxPUBlMTwBPDmFT8-8BMOPFJv-RDY%26m%3DaVz-jf3IHN6nPOUwChJ4ld8nFHQVzzJZSPnUsDSjCr0%26s%3DhlN8rQLvzVx8FHKgGkBhupLjjSJX6vmR6BYe7KoLuAA%26e%3D&data=02%7C01%7CLorelei.Hironaka%40ecsd.net%7C95697f2dd2cb4fd3e62408d8028d1ccc%7Cb18d9f6f0743460da19b0b3297eeeb89%7C0%7C0%7C637262152392452546&sdata=ZHnrz196QUHmBXmXLdaGZGTmLbeZyc%2FmFoZlEAPVDe8%3D&reserved=0
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STAYING SAFE ONLINE 
Online safety is always important for young children. 
This month, Grandin School has collaborated with 
the Saffron Centre to provide a very special 
presentation for our grade 4-6 students on how to 
use the Internet wisely. Many thanks to Grace 
Schmuland, Public Educator at the Saffron Centre, 
for allowing us to recreate her workshop. 

Kindergarten to Grade 3 students will also benefit 
from Online Safety training from the Brain-Pop 
website during the month of June. 

A reminder to our parents. We need your help in supervising your child’s online behaviour. 

1. Children must be supervised by a Grandin staff member when using TEAMs under 
their ECSD email. 

2. TEAMs and Google Classroom Posts are to be used for learning purposes only. 
3. Students/Parents may not make recordings of TEAMs meetings, or re-post student 

work/comments/images from Google Classroom on social media platforms. 
 

Parents are encouraged to use a different platform such as ZOOM, or to sign into TEAMs with a 
non-ECSD email, for connecting socially with classmates at their non-ECSD email address. 
 

FIBONACCI AND PYTHAGORAS MATH CONTESTS 
Our grade five and six students still got the chance to participate in the Mathematica Centre 
contests this May. 
Congratulations to the following students whose efforts will be recognized with special certificates. 
 
5B – Señor Luis 
Maria M. 
Paubla H. 
Amaya F. 
Zaara S. 
Renata S. 
Kiara K. 
Kamyla F. 
Isabel K. 

6B – Señorita Pinto 
Andrés M. 
Samuel K. 
Diego C. 
Benjamin V. 
 

5A – Madame D’Astous 
Ella C. 
Kiev B. 
Hanan M. 
Dylan R. 
 

6A – Madame D’Astous 
Sebastien F.-S. 
Alasdair L. 
Cierra H. 
Chayce T. 
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MASS FOR MARY 
Our wonderful school chaplain, Mme Ariane, along with our 

Grade 4 teachers, Senora De Merchant and Mme Raquel, 
prepared a beautiful Liturgy for Mary that was shared on 
Tuesday, May 26th. We are very thankful to Father Simmy for 
proclaiming the Gospel and to Father Paul for sharing a 
video reflection on the Gospel reading. During uncertain 
times, Mary remained faithful to the Lord and continued to 
listen carefully to His message. We are asked to do the 
same and to look to Mary for inspiration during the 
uncertainty we are living now. Father Paul emphasized how 
Mary’s soul magnifies the Lord and he asks us to follow Mary, 
through our prayers and actions of help to those in need.  

 
BOOKS, BOOKS, BOOKS - NEW TREASURES! 
A huge thanks goes out to all the families who purchased books from our Scholastics Book 
Fairs, as well as our virtual Barefoot Book Fair. Because of your generosity, we were able to 
choose hundreds of new English titles, as well as French and Spanish books to add to our 
library. These books are getting accessioned so 
they will be ready for students to enjoy in the fall.  
Jen, from Barefoot Books, chose a beautiful 
collection of English picture books, including My 
Panda Sweater and a Rainbow of Rocks. We also 
received the newest Barefoot Spanish titles! 
 
From Scholastics, Mme Hironaka consulted with 
many students to choose some great new French 
books, such as Pokémon, Nate and Les Timbrés, 
and new Spanish titles such as Hombre Perro and 
Fanstasmas.  
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GREAT OPPORTUNITIES FOR LEARNING NEXT YEAR! 
We are thrilled to announce that three of our of classes have already been approved for 
Inquiring Minds programs next year. 

The Grade Six French Immersion Class will be going to City Hall 
School. This is a wonderful program which includes visits to key site 
in the downtown Edmonton core, as well as mingling with our City 
Councillors. Our grade six Spanish class have attended this program 
a couple of times, and it is always a very rich learning experience.  

 

The Grade Six Spanish Class will be going back to Legislature School. 
This is a wonderful way for students to experience “Government”, a 
grade six Social Studies topic, first-hand. Señorita Pinto is an 
experienced Leg School teacher now, and always ensures that 
learning is targeted and engaging. This is an experience that 
students will always remember! 

 

The Grade Four-Five French Immersion Class will be going to Green 
School at the Devonian Garden. Our grade fours were supposed to 
go during the month of May this year but will get a chance to go 
next year instead, with the new grade fours. A great place to spend 
a week of learning, with lots of outdoor, hands-on experiences! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Teachers at other grade levels have also applied for Inquiring Minds programs. Please keep you 
fingers crossed that we will be able to add Museum School, Science School and U-School to the 
list!  
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MORE SURPRISES FOR THE FALL! 
While the children have been busy learning at home, Grandin has undergone a major 
rejuvenation.  There are four construction projects that are moving full steam ahead, taking 
advantage of the empty halls and rooms. 

Our new front and back entrances (doors 8 and 5) will be major changes. This project includes all 
new doors, windows, front concrete and a beautiful covered entryway onto 110 Street. The 
workers dug down several feet to create the 
foundation for the awning – you could only 
see the very tops of their heads as they 
worked! 

Thanks to our wonderful Grandin School 
Fundraising Society, construction is also 
underway for a brand new kitchen – which 
was in need of much repair. The room was 
completed emptied, and gutted. New 
floors, cupboards and shelves and 
appliances will make this space a great 
place for parents, staff and students to 
create wonderful memories. 

The Fundraising Society also paid for a giant 
screen and integrated sound system for the 
gym. Grandin presentations will certainly rock in the new year! The system will be wonderful for 
celebrations, dances and physical education classes. Thank you so much for this wonderful 
addition to our school. 

Lastly, Edmonton Catholic Schools is upgrading all the entrance doors, adding in extra security 
and remote entrance access. This is part of standardizing all entrance/exits across the district. 

Oh…and yes, the finishing touches to the new roof are complete! We hope that this will help 
address the extreme hot/cold temperatures in our 100+ year old building!  

  

Door #2 is getting a buzzer!   

Inside and out! Our school entrance will look great!   

The kitchen is getting a 
complete facelift! 

That is one 
big screen! 
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DAVIDSON ORCHARDS FUNDRAISER 
All these wonderful new additions to our school would not be possible without the generosity and 
hard work of Grandin parents. Next year, our annual Tourtière Fundraiser may not be possible, 
given the safety concerns of caused by the pandemic. 

Not to worry, Grandin parents are thinking ahead! This year, Grandin families can buy apples and 
pears straight from Davidson Orchards in British Columbia. These delicious fruits have been very 
popular at other schools. They are priced very competitively and are of very high quality. 
 

The boxes will arrive in September, and pick-up at school will be arranged whether classes have 
resumed or not by that time. 
They are a great deal. You can place your orders on PowerSchool, or contact Mme Segin at 
Colleen.Segin@ecsd.net to place your order. Your friends and family can just make a cheque 
payable to Grandin School Fundraising Society. 

 

  

mailto:Colleen.Segin@ecsd.net
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STAFF FAREWELLS 
June is a month that always comes with a bit of sadness as we say good-bye to the school 
year. We ask that you say prayers for the following Grandin community members who will 
not be back for the 2020-2021 school year: 

Lorelei Hironaka: Our beloved principal will begin her 
retirement on June 29th! Mme Hironaka has dedicated 
so much love and effort to Grandin School over the past 
four years. Among many lasting legacies that she will 
leave this school, and ECSD, her vision for a school filled 
with kindness has most definitely been fulfilled. We will all 
miss Mme Hironaka’s passion for math, her contagious 
laugh, and the utmost respect and care she shows every 
day for all staff, students and families. We wish you a 
retirement filled with travel, new adventures, and maybe 
even some relaxation!  

Lorraine Champagne: Mme Champagne will also begin her 
retirement this summer. Mme Champagne has dedicated 
many decades of service, and a countless number of young 
hearts and minds have been changed and touched by her 
commitment to Catholic Education. Mme Champagne is 
extremely passionate about her craft, and can be found 
singing beautiful songs, filling young hearts with God’s love, 
and instilling a passion for learning each and every day. Our 
Grade One students have been so blessed to receive such a 
solid foundation of French learning and literacy from Mme Champagne. We wish you a 
retirement filled with creativity, new hobbies and special time with your grandbabies.  

Amanda Rhoads: Mme Amanda created such a warm and welcoming environment for 
our youngest Grandiners! Every day, she was singing, dancing and creating engaging 

learning centers. Our 100 Voices children were blessed to have 
such a great introduction to schooling. Mme Amanda is an 
incredible team member and her next school will be very lucky 
to have her. 

Ashley Santos: Miss Ashley is an incredible 
connection between the home and 
school, and was always looking for 
innovative ways to help develop the 

minds and skills of our youngest students. 
She always knew the big questions to ask to 

get children really thinking about the world around them. Miss 
Ashley's warmth and enthusiasm will be missed by everyone at 
Grandin.  



 

         9844 – 110 Street, Edmonton, AB T5K 1J2      780 482-3676     www.grandin.ecsd.net 

Marnie Babiy: Grandin students loved spending time with Miss Marnie in her small groups 
or as a whole class. She spent countless hours organizing engaging 

activities for students to practice their fine motor skills, improve self-
regulation, and further develop communication skills. We are so 
thankful to have had Miss Marnie’s expertise for the past three years. 
We wish her the best of luck in her new position! 

 
Luisa Thomas: Mme Luisa is a beautiful gift we 
received this year at Grandin. She helped out in so 
many different classes and was always willing to 

help wherever it was needed. Her calm and patient 
ways were appreciated in all situations. We hope our paths can cross 
again! 

 
Monica Herrera: Senora Monica joined us mid-way 

through the year and jumped right in to help in the 
Spanish Grade One Class and our 100 voices classes. 
Her kind and gentle ways were so helpful with our youngest students. 
Senora always had a smile and was a wonderful addition to our school 
community. 

 
Claudia Sosa: Senora Claudia also joined us 

partway through the year and was an incredible 
support with our Spanish kindergarten students. Senora always 
demonstrated a calm and respect with all her interactions. 

 
Kate Dane: our Emotional Behavior Specialist worked part time at our 

school but definitely made a full-time difference! 
Mme Kate was always open and willing to share 
her expertise and strategies with staff and 
students. Her previous teaching and classroom 
experience were true benefits to working with our Grandin students.  

  



 

         9844 – 110 Street, Edmonton, AB T5K 1J2      780 482-3676     www.grandin.ecsd.net 

REMOTE LEARNING – GRANDIN STYLE! 
Last month, we highlighted our 100 Voices, Kindergarten and Grade1-3 students as they continued 
to learn online. This month, we are very proud to highlight the wonderful efforts of our grade 4-6 
teachers and students.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

Mme Raquel uses the 
comment feature in 

Google Classroom to 
provide ongoing 

feedback as students 
write stories in French. 

Great start Jacob! 

Mme Raquel begins each 
week with informative 

messages for her students. 
 

Mlle Rachel has been 
helping all her colleagues 
learn new tech hacks. It’s 

so easy to navigate her 
Google Classroom….just 

click on the links! 

Finding great videos to help explain 
concepts keeps kids engaged and takes 
advantage of multimodal learning. If the 

video is in French, you can play it over 
again if you need to hear something more 

than once to understand.  
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Señora 
DeMerchant 
holds whole 
class meetings 
so students can 
ask questions 
and check in. 
 

Student fill out a Google Form to 
as their “ticket out the door” for 
that day. This is a clever way for 

teachers to check for 
understanding. 

 

4B students are making their own videos too. Here, 
Diego explains to the character “Carlos” how he could 

solve a conflict. 
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Señor Luis uses an 
interactive whiteboard to 
review a Math topic 
together as a class. 

Don’t worry if you miss a 
lesson. Señor Rivas posts a 
video of each lesson in his 
Stream! 

Learning in 5B becomes 
interactive with programs like 
Kahoot and Flipgrid! 
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Class 56A students were already 
Google Classroom masters before 

remote learning. Learning targets are 
very clear, and tools like Flipgrid keep 
students actively engaged in learning 

 
 

Students from Class 5/6A start each day 
with a morning Check-In: each student 
is asked to fill in the table to answer the 
questions or share a reflection 
 

 Students in 5/6A are also provided some optional activities that relate directly 
to the curriculum- here students are asked to use clues to solve a crime! 

 

There is a real 
classroom, 

complete with 
blackboard, chez 
les D’Astous! Cool. 
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Students are learning to write 
a variety of poems. Here is 
Catalina’s acrostic poem 

about Canada! 
 

Señorita Pinto hosts weekly Spanish Conversations Clubs so 
students can continue practicing their oral Spanish skills 

Señorita Pinto runs Live Lessons 
frequently throughout the week 
so students can join in, ask 
questions and listen to all 
instructions from Señorita 
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Grandin School Parent Council 

Grandin School Fundraising Society 
 

 
The next meeting of both our parent organizations will be 
held in the fall. Come and find out upcoming projects for next 
year and get answers to your online learning questions! 
 
School Council Executive: 
Co-chairs: Christie Oswald and Kristin Zelyck 
Vice-chair: Sarah Bisbee 
Secretary: Caitlin McElhone 

 
Fundraising Society Executive: 
Chair: Andrea Boehm 
Vice-Chair: Kristen Zelyck 
Treasurer:  Desiree Thomas 
Secretary: Caitlin McElhone 
 

 
 
 

----------------------------------------------------- 

Next Meeting 
TBD 

 

  

 

MEETING DATES 
6:00 PM START 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 30 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 17 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 5 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 8  

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 5 

TUESDAY, MARCH 10 

MONDAY, APRIL 6 

TUESDAY, MAY 5 
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Your Feedback is Appreciated 
Now Go Online and Submit This Form 

http://bit.ly/2kIq9b5 
 

If you read this newsletter, print, sign and return this form to your child’s teacher. Your child will be 
entered to win a lunch with the principal, Mme Hironaka. 

Child’s Name: _____________________________________________________ 

Class: _____________________________________________________________ 

Parent Signature: __________________________________________________ 

We welcome your feedback. Please write us and share what you like, what you would like to see 
in the future, what you hope for our school!  

 
 
 

http://bit.ly/2kIq9b5


 
 

Parent Council/Fundraising Society Meeting Summary 

	
Fundraising	Society	MAY	2020	Meeting	Summary	

	
1. 15	parents/society	members	in	attendance.	2	school	representatives		

	
2. Treasurer’s	report	

a. Items	the	Fundraising	Society	funded	this	year	for	the	school:	
• Administration	Costs	$465		
• Teachers	Appreciation	$196		
• Field	Trip	Scholarship	$359		
• Artist	in	Residence	$3,000		
• Dia	Grandin	$2,649		
• Grade	4	Bibles	$850		
• Discovery	Education	Subscription	$1,650		

Total	-	$9,196	(which	is	under	our	$10,000	goal/promise	to	the	school).		
	

3. School	Renovation	Updates	
a. Sound	system/Projector	for	GYM:	Contractor,	budget	and	equipment	have	been	ordered	

and	approved.		There	has	been	a	shipping	delay	on	the	new	equipment.	More	details	and	
updates	to	come.		Work	on	this	will	continue	over	the	coming	weeks/months	as	scheduled.		

b. KITCHEN:	New	kitchen	renovations	are	well	underway	now.		Old	kitchen	has	been	gutted	
and	new	kitchen	design	is	being	approved	now.		Estimated	completion	date	in	end	of	June.	

c. FRONT/BACK	ENTRANCE	–	The	front	and	back	entrances	of	the	school	are	also	closed	right	
now	for	major	renovations	and	upgrades.	Completion	is	scheduled	for	end	of	Summer.			
	

4. Additional	Updates:	
a. School	has	been	approved	to	receive	a	$95,000	community	levy	from	Westrich	

Developments	who’s	tower	is	going	in	down	the	street.	This	is	wonderful	news	and	will	
mean	the	school	will	be	able	to	do	landscaping	and	park	upgrades	in	the	coming	months.	
School	is	also	looking	at	applying	for	a	matching	CFEP	grant	to	potentially	double	this	
amount.		

b. Looking	into	doing	an	Apple	Box	fundraiser	for	the	school	starting	in	June	(with	Apple	box	
pick	up	in	September).	More	details	to	come	shortly		

c. PLEASE	SEND	ANY	OTHER	FUNDRAISING	IDEAS	OR	LEADS	TO	
GRANDINPARENTS@GMAIL.COM		

	
5. Next	Virtual	meeting	–	June	–	Date	-	TBC	

	 ALL	PARENTS	WELCOME	TO	ATTEND	AND	VOTE	ON	MOTIONS	
	
	
IF	YOU	OR	YOUR	EMPLOYER	IS	INTERESTED	IN	DONATING	TO	GRANDIN	SCHOOL	PLEASE	CONTACT	US	
AT:	grandinparents@gmail.com	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



 
 

Parent Council/Fundraising Society Meeting Summary 

	
Parent	Council	MAY	2020	Meeting	Summary	

	
1. 15	parents/society	members	in	attendance.	2	school	representatives		

2. Grandin	After	School	Care	Report	–	Spaces	available	&	Events!		
a. Daycare	is	looking	to	re-open	to	families	on	May	14th	–	still	waiting	on	more	details	on	how	

to	proceed	from	AHS	and	the	Provincial	Government	on	how	this	will	work	and	safety	

measures	that	will	have	to	be	taken.		

b. Fees	may	have	to	increase	slightly	due	to	cut	backs	that	happened	back	in	March.	More	

details	to	come.		

c. PLEASE	CONTACT	ANU	DIRECTLY	IF	YOU	WOULD	LIKE	YOUR	CHILD	TO	START	AFTER	

SCHOOL	CARE	IN	THE	COMING	WEEKS.	anu.rawat@grandinasc.ca		

3. School	Communications	
a. Reminder	to	please	READ	THE	NEWSLETTER	for	all	upcoming	school	events	and	

important	school	information.	Newsletter	is	sent	out	monthly	by	email	and	SMS	text	

4. Online	Learning	Questions	from	Parents	at	Meeting:	
a. Parent Question: How will evaluations work? There will be some attempt to ‘grade’ students on 

core subjects. Hard for teachers to know how much of the work students are doing and how 
much parents are completing for them J Lorelei would like to remind parents that it is less 
about your child’s final grade this year and more about kids continuing to learn, play and 
staying healthy and safe right now.  Parents can also schedule personal TEAMS calls with their 
child’s teachers to review subjects that may be challenging to teach at home 

b. Parent Question: How is Grandin going to ‘catch up’ kids when school is back?  ECSD is already 
working on a plan for this – direction will come from the Province for the schools to follow. 
Looking at school starting back in September and possibly happening in phases depending on 
state of virus over the summer.  

c. Parent Question: What will the school do to keep hygiene top of mind and in practice once 
students go back? AHS will be sending guidelines for schools to follow and ECSD is taking health 
and safety very seriously in their planning right now. Grandin will follow any and all guidelines 
that come out 

d. Parent Question: Would parents be in ‘trouble’ if schools open but they decide not send their 
kids back, will they still receive all the resources from the school and teachers?  Yes! But 
homeschool resources are an option as well if parents prefer. It is not currently mandatory for 
parents to follow the online learning tools provided by the teachers.  

5. 100	Voices	Update	
a. Government funding has changed drastically for early learning unfortunately. This means that 

the 100 voices program will only be offered at 9 sites now across the city and only for kids that 
qualify for speech therapy.  St. Catherine’s school is the elementary school Grandin families can 
go to now for 100 voices. NO PRESCHOOL PROGRAMS OFFERED AT GRANDIN GOING 
FORWARD. Which also means GASC will not be able to accept 3 or 4 year old’s after June.  

b. Tiny Hoppers Early Learning Centre (Rivervalley Location) is an option for families looking for 
pre-school/daycare options. They are located down the street from Grandin and offer full and 
part time child programs/daycare 

6. Next	Virtual	meeting	–	June	–	Date	–	TBC	
	

	 ALL	PARENTS	WELCOME	TO	ATTEND	AND	VOTE	ON	MOTIONS	
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June 2020 

 
… Let your light shine before others so that they may see your good works … 

(Matthew 5:16) 

We began our year of Walking Together in the Light of Christ with this scripture, and it is fitting 
that we end the year with it as well.  We have experienced great adversity this year in many 
ways, yet we have persevered.  Knowing that we are a community that is united in Christ, our 
constant companion, has sustained us, and so many people have been instruments of Christ’s 
love for others.  The stories of love, compassion, joy, and mercy that we have heard throughout 
the year have all borne witness to #ECSDfaithinspires. 

Each year, the Council of Catholic School Superintendents of Alberta sponsors the Excellence in 
Catholic Education Awards.  These awards honour individuals who provide our students with 
exceptional learning experiences that are deeply rooted in our Catholic faith.  We are delighted 
to share that three of our staff have received this prestigious award:  Pascal El Cid, teacher at 
Sister Annata Brockman Catholic Elementary/Junior High School; Patricia Liogier, Principal of  
St. Leo Catholic Elementary School; and Theresa Volk, Principal of Bishop David Motiuk Catholic 
Elementary/Junior High School.  Congratulations Pascal, Patricia, and Theresa! 

Our Division is currently working with Alberta Education to determine what September re-entry 
will look like.  They have directed us to prepare for three possible scenarios: return to normal 
classroom instruction, partial return to classes/return with restrictions in place and remaining in 
a remote learning situation.  Which scenario we end up beginning the year with is entirely 
dependent on the pandemic status at the end of the summer and our ability to ensure that our 
students and staff can maintain their health and safety.  The Ministry has indicated that they will 
decide what re-entry will be by August 1st in order to allow us ample time to be prepared for 
learning in the 2020-21 school year.  We will let our families know what fall classes will look like 
as soon as this has been determined. 

As Father’s Day approaches and we celebrate all those who have filled the role of father, 
grandfather, or mentor, let us take a moment to pray for them and give thanks. 

Heavenly Father,  
Today we ask You to bless our earthly fathers 
for the many times they reflected the love, strength, generosity, wisdom and mercy that You 
exemplify in Your relationship with us, Your children. 
We honour our fathers for putting our needs above their own convenience and comfort; 
for teaching us to show courage and determination in the face of adversity; 
for challenging us to move beyond self-limiting boundaries; 
for modeling the qualities that would turn us into responsible, principled, caring adults. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LUMEN CHRISTI 
Catholic  
Education  
Centre 

9807-106 Street 
Edmonton AB 
T5K 1C2 
T: 780 441-6000 
F: 780 425-8759 

www.ecsd.net 
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We ask your blessing on those men who served as father figures in our lives. 
May the love and selflessness they showed us be returned to them in all their relationships,  
and help them to know that their influence has changed us for the better. 
We pray that our fathers who have passed into the next life have been welcomed into Your loving embrace, and that our 
family will one day be reunited in your heavenly kingdom. 
 
Amen 

(Adapted from A Christopher Prayer for Father's Day) 
 
 
Pope Francis shared a thought on Twitter that is the perfect punctuation mark on our theme for this year.  He said, “If 
we are transparent before the Lord like a crystal, His light – the light of mercy – will shine in us and, through us, in the 
world.” (05/19/20) 

Have a wonderful June! 

Sincerely,  

Robert Martin 
Chief Superintendent 
 



 
 

Pentecost: “Going for the Green and Gold” 
 
Glory be to Jesus Christ! Glory be forever! 
 

Go Eskimos Go! 
You got it. I’m an Edmonton Eskimos fan. And why not?  The Eskimos have won the Grey Cup 

fourteen times of the modern era, and an unmatched five consecutive wins between 1978 and 1982, most 
recently in 2015. 

The colours green and gold live forever in my heart. Not only are they the colours of the Eskimos, 
but they are also the colours of the Feast of Pentecost…. 

After Jesus’ resurrection from the dead, Jesus instructed the disciples to stay in Jerusalem and to 
wait there for the promise of God the Father. 

“When the day of Pentecost had come, the disciples were all together in one place.  And suddenly 
from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they 
were sitting.  Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them.  All of them were filled with the Holy 
Spirit and began to speak in other tongues, as the Spirit gave them ability” (Acts of the Apostles, 2: 1-4). 

On that first Pentecost, fifty days after the glorious resurrection of Jesus, the Lord sent the Holy 
Spirit in the form of tongues of fire upon his disciples that the Good News of the Gospel would be 
preached through them to all nations. 

As we celebrate this Feast, let us remind ourselves our own Pentecost, that is, our own baptism in 
the Holy Spirit, when we were anointed with the gifts of the Spirit so that we too might proclaim the 
Good News of salvation to all peoples of our time. 

For the Holy Spirit continues to act today, not just 2000 years ago, through the gifts given to us 
for God’s glory – the great virtues of faith, hope and charity; the seven gifts of wisdom, understanding, 
counsel, fortitude, knowledge, piety and the fear of the Lord; and the fruits of love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. 

Let us rediscover these gifts in ourselves, in our families, schools, churches, and communities, 
that we may be renewed by the Holy Spirit, and in turn, renew others by our Christian witness. 

For each of us can relate stories of how the Holy Spirit has touched us in some special way – 
through the steadfast faith of a family member that all would be well when little light seemed to escape 
the darkness encompassing us; or the wisdom of a teacher or colleague to trust God completely; or the 
kindness of a friend during times of trouble or illness. 

And what about the colours of green and gold? 
Well, in the Ukrainian Catholic tradition, another name for Pentecost is Green Holydays, Zeleni 

svjata. Our churches and homes are decorated with the greenery of branches and such in celebration of 
the Feast. Green is a symbol of the newness of life – divine life – brought to us by the Holy Spirit. The 
priests even wear green vestments for the Feast of Pentecost! 

And gold?  Well, we were created in the image and likeness of God the Father. By living in the 
love of Christ, we gradually grow into this image and likeness.  We call this process theosis, deification or 
divinization.  The colour of the Divine is gold. And it is the Holy Spirit who helps us grow in the divine 
life, into holiness, sanctity.  

Green and gold. Pentecost. The Divine Life. 
 
Heavenly King, Advocate, Spirit of Truth, who are everywhere present and fill all things, 

Treasury of Blessings, Bestower of Life, come and dwell within us; cleanse us of all that defiles us, and O 
Good One, save our souls (Prayer to the Holy Spirit). 

 
Bishop David Motiuk 
Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of Edmonton 



Resources
For
French
language
learning

For  an  extens ive  resource  l i s t  of  websites ,

act iv i t ies ,  movies ,  worksheets ,  tours  and

much  more  for  students  (al l  levels ) ,

parents  and  teachers  please  v is i t

CPF  ALBERTA

WEBSITE
cpfab@ab .cpf .ca   780 -433 -7311

 

CANADIAN PARENTS FOR
FRENCH IS  A NATIONWIDE,
RESEARCH-INFORMED
VOLUNTEER ORGANIZATION
THAT FURTHERS BIL INGUALISM
BY PROMOTING AND CREATING
OPPORTUNITIES FOR STUDENTS
TO LEARN AND USE FRENCH.

 

https://ab.cpf.ca/


 THANKS FOR ADVOCATING FOR YOUR STUDENT(S)!

Click here to fill out the letter

As a result of recent decisions made by the Government of Alberta, the University of
Alberta's Campus Saint-Jean is in jeopardy of losing 44% of it's course offerings.
CSJ is currently the only post-secondary French language institution west of Manitoba.
Another significant challenge to CSJ which impacts FSL students of all grades and in all
corners of the province, is that Campus Saint-Jean is the main source of Alberta's French-
speaking teachers and the only source of French-speaking education assistants.
For more information and to read the complete call to action: 

Save Saint-Jean
#SauvonsSaintJean #SaveSaintJean ACFA

Support For French Second Language Education in Alberta:

URGENT CALL TO ACTION
Official Languages in Education Protocol (OLEP) 

Funding Formula Change and the Impact to French Second Language Programs

Alberta Education recently made changes to the OLEP Funding Formula for 2019/20 as 
well as changes to the formula for the 2020/21 school year. This will negatively impact 
French Immersion and French Second Language Programs (11.5% to 27% cuts in funds). 
What is important to understand is that the total OLEP funding amount has not changed, 
but how it is distributed has.
What can you do to show your support for French Immersion and French second 
Language programs? Please take the time to fill out the form letter in the link below, add 
your personal comments in the space provided and Canadian Parents for French (CPF) 
Alberta will submit it to your MLA, the Premier and the Minister of Education on your 
behalf .

Save Saint-Jean

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/XGD8ZS8
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/XGD8ZS8
https://ab.cpf.ca/blog/whats-new/save-saint-jean/
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